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turned their attention to Egypt, through which country
they established a regular commerce with the East, from
the ports of Alexandria and Eosetta; and they soon suc-
ceeded in monopolising the Eastern trade. From Egypt,
separate fleets were sent to Constantinople and the
Euxine, visiting Kaffa and the Gulf of Alexandretta ;
another traded with Spain and Portugal; a third with
France ; whilst a fourth connected the seaports of France,
England, and Holland, with the great commercial city of
Bruges. The internal traffic with Germany and Italy was-
encouraged with equal care, Oriental produce arriving
from Constantinople and Egypt, and many other com-
modities being distributed, at first by way of Carinthia,
and afterwards of the Tyrol.

The Genoese, having obtained exclusive privileges of
trade, and permission to form settlements at Galata and
Pera. contributed in no small degree to a revival of the
commerce of the Byzantine Empire. They soon monopo-
lised the whole trade of the Black Sea, and secured for
themselves the produce of the inland caravan trade with
the far East. For the better promotion of their trade, the
Genoese established colonies in the Levant, on the shores
of the Black Sea, and along the banks of the Euphrates.
The usurpations of these people, however, at last induced
the Byzantine Government to call in the aid of the
Venetians and of the Turks, by whom they were finally
expelled, and the power of Genoa in the East began to
wane before that of Venice, who now became mistress of
the Eastern trade.

Towards the close of the fifteenth century the com-
mercial prosperity of Venice began to decline. Driven
back by the advance of the Turks in Europe, to whom the